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curbed a writer's Ideas and prevented their free expression.
It was a liberation of the imagination and an assertion
of the author's right to treat of his own individual feelings,
or of any subject he chose, in a personal or idealistic
way, employing to that end the fullest resources of metre
and vocabulary.

Romantic  drama   was   opposed  to   French   classical
tragedy   in  almost  every   respect.     It  advocated  the
mingling of the comic with the tragic, of the sublime with
the grotesque, since literature was intended to reflect
the circumstances of real  life.    The  subjects of  ijth
century tragedy had been taken almost without exception
from antiquity.    Two of Hugo's plays deal with events
in English history and the scene of three others is laid
in Spain at the time of the  Inquisition.    Two more
purport to  represent  events  in   i6th  century  France,
whilst the action of another passes in a medieval castle
on the  Rhine.    The unities  of time and  place were
nearly always defied and, whereas the personages of a
Racinian tragedy had been few, Hugo's plays required
a large cast, the characters in Cromwell being so many
that the piece could never be performed.   Violent actions
took place in view of the audience  instead  of being
reported, the speeches to confidants, a bane to classical
tragedy,   disappeared   in   favour   of   soliloquies.    The
classical   dramatists  had  not  worried  about  historical
accuracy, but the Romantics delighted in local colour
and   splendid   costume   and   pretended   to   reproduce
history, though actually their interpretation of events
was   extremely   arbitrary.    They   did   away   with   all
restrictions governing metre and the choice of words,
they used either prose or verse in the manner of Shake-
speare and searched for the richest and most fanciful
metaphors.

Hugo's manifesto appeared in 1827. The same year
witnessed the Shakespearean performances of Kemble's
company. Alexandra Dumas was enormously impressed